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tween that river and the little Ailette. At this
juncture the Crown Prince began throwing
his reserves into the conflict. By May 21 all of
the Siegfried Line except a section on the
Bullecourt ridge was in British hands. There
was a lull as the field of major operations sud-
denly shifted 50 m. to the north.

As a prelude to the Battle of Flanders an at-
tack was delivered (June 7, 1917) on the front
between Armentiercs and Ypres. Its aim was
the destruction of the Messines-Wytschaete
salient. For fully a year the Anzacs had been
busily engaged in mining the ridges under these
two villages. The detonation which accom-
panied the earthquake that destroyed them
both (June 7, 3 A.M.) was audible to Lloyd
George 140 m. away across the English Chan-
nel. It was his answer to any suggestion that
Great Britain still lacked high explosives.

Now under Petain, Commander-in-Chief
since May 15, the Allies were preparing to re-
sistj at whatever odds, the crushing counter-
offensive which the Crown Prince was known
to be about to launch. This assault began on
July 19,1917. It resulted in a tremendous loss
of man power for Germany, and vigorous coun-
ter attacks in every sector on the part of the
Allies followed, to develop into a general Allied
offensive.

In the Lens sector, the British had been at
work pocketing the city. A vigorous attack on
Aug. 15 secured all of the northern defences, in-
cluding the famous Hill 70, an altar on which
thousands of lives had been sacrificed. But the
city of Lens was fortified to its very core. Ger-
many had no intention of relinquishing so valu-
able a property. Coal is one of the sinews of
war. Faced with the destruction of the col-
lieries, the Allies were in a dilemma.

Meanwhile the Battle of Flanders was in
full swing. It began on July 31 with a Franco-
British attack on a 15-mile front from the Lys
up to the flooded area opposite Nordschoote.
In a single day the French captured the ham-
let of Steenstrate and village of Bixschote; and
the British, east of the Ypres-Staden Railway,
Pilkem, St, Julien, Westhoek, Hollebeke, Bas-
seville, in all ten villages and hamlets. The
region was cleared to an average depth of 2 m.
and about 5,000 prisoners were taken. On Aug.
15 came the second general assault. The sec-
ond day found the British in Langemarck.
They advanced still further on the Ypres-
Menin road (Aug. 22) but lost ground before a
counter-attack two days later. Operations
were temporarily suspended at the same time
as they languished before Lens after a moder-
ate success by the Canadians (Aug. 21-23).

Just before this Petain had carried off his
coup before Verdun and in one day (Aug. 20,
1917) had recovered all of the strongholds be-
between Avocourt and Bezonvaux. By the
26th Hill 304, famous for all time, was at last
regained. Some 6,000 prisoners were taken in
this drive, which in less than a week won back
for France all but a fraction of the territory
lost in the major Battle of Verdun.
In other sectors comparative quiet reigned.
Near the coast the British were preparing for
the third phase of the Battle of Flanders. Haig
appeared now to have Ostend and Zeebruge,
the submarine base, as his final goal in this
quarter. The immediate objectives were con-
trol of the Ypres-Menin road and Passchen-
daele Ridge. The offensive began on Sept. 20,
1917, on an 8-mile front between the Ypres*
Comines Canal and the Ypres-Staden Railway.
The tactics employed have been indicated with
more or less detail in the Battle of the Somme.
A present variation was the increasing use of
tanks and the occupation in the attack, as well
as the defence, of shell-craters created for that
purpose during the final moments of the bar-
rage. By the end of Sept. 20 the British were
masters of Veldhoek, of the Glencorse Wood
and several others clustering about this point,
'Inverness Copse' among them. The fifth
stage of the Allied offensive began on Oct. 4 on
a front of 8 miles. It won the main ridge
to about a half mile of Broodseynde; but bad
weather stopped the operations for a while.
The prisoners taken thus far numbered about
10,000. With the French supporting his
left, Haig inaugurated a sixth attack (Oct.
9) on a lo-mile front. The British were
now within a few hundred yards of the vil-
lage of Passchendaele, they commanded the
plain of Flanders, and were within gun range of
Roulers.
The next general attack came on Oct. 12.
An advance was made on a 6-mile front, main-
ly along the Ypres-Roulers road an'd the rail
way. The Forest of Houthulst threatened the
British left. The French gained a foothold in
it and ground to its northwest. Resuming the
assault ten days later, the British made prog-
ress on the railway, while the French cleared
the southern part of the big forest. After a
week of intense artillery fire Passchendaele
was stormed again on Nov. 6. The Germans
were ejected from their positions and driven
back to defences half a mile beyond. Opera-
tions in this sector now languished. Mean-
while Pe* tain had been delivering another heavy
blow east of Soissons. Unfortunately, the
whole plan of the Allied campaign was now